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REPORT. 


By the dth section of the Ordinance for the estab- 
lishment of the New Bedford Free Public Library it is 
provided, that “the Trustees shall annually in the month 
of December, lay before the City Council a detailed re- 
port of their doings and the condition of the library.” 

In accordance with this provision the Trustees of the 
Free Public Library present to the City Council the 
Tenth Annual Report. 

The number of volumes now belonging to the library 
is fifteen thousand five hundred. 

Pive hundred volumes have been added the past year, 
and about three hundred pamphlets. 

The whole number of books taken from the library 
during the year is thirty thousand siz hundred and seventy- 
three. 

Daily average, one hundred. 

Number of cards issued, four thousand six hundred and 
ninety-two. 

Increase during the year, s¢x hundred and thirteen. 
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These statements show, that during the past year, a 
greater number of books has been taken from the libra- 
ry than in any year since its opening. <A daily aver- 
age of one hundred takers is a large one from a popula- 
tion of twenty thousand, and the increase for the year, 
while the census informs us that there has been no in- 
crease in the number of residents, indicates the diffusion 
of a taste for reading and a continuance and increasing 
interest in the Library of the People. 

We opened our doors to the public with less than se 
thousand volumes. In nine years, the number has increas- 
ed to nearly sixteen thousand. 

We occupied at the opening a small room in a wood- 
en building, hired for the purpose. The Free Public 
Library of New Bedford now occupies a building erect- 
ed for its accommodation, and owned bv the city, which, 
for the convenience of its arrangements and architec- 
tual fitness and beauty, is equalled by few structures of 
the kind in the country. : 

The number of volumes added to our catalogue the 
past year, is not so large as the annual average since 
the institution was established. Having in view the 
circumstances which demand the exercise of a thought- 
ful economy on the part of all who are entrusted with 
the disbursement of the public money, the Trustees 
have limited themselves, in the purchase of books, 
almost exclusively to such new issues from the press as 
were considered indispensible to the maintenance of the 
library upon the plan upon which it was founded. 
Limited as has been the expenditure for books, and 
small, comparatively, the number of volumes we have 
added to our collection, we have been enabled, by a 
careful discrimination in the choice, to put upon our 
shelves a large proportion of the best publications from 
the American press. 
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The popular character of our institution renders it 
necessary that the demand for the best of the new pub- 
lications shall be first supplied. This demand we have 
met to a very satisfactory extent, and have left, unex- 
pended, nearly one half of the sum which has been 
usually devoted to the purchase of books from the city 
appropriation. In no single year for the last quarter 
of a century have the issues from the press of this 
country been so limited. A small outlay has enabled 
the Trustees to procure a large proportion of such as 
we have considered desirable for our purpose. 

While, numerically considered, the increase of our 
library has been comparatively small, the Trustees have ° 
much satisfaction in stating, that in no year since its 
opening have our acquisitions been so important and 
valuable. 

Without the expenditure of a dollar of the city ap- 
propriation, we have added to the library a complete 
set of Nires’ AnnuaL Reaister in seventy-six, and of the 
New Beprorp Mercory in eighty-six volumes. 

It enhances the importance and the value of these 
acquisitions, to know, that with regard to the first, we 
possess the only complete set which could be found on 
sale in the country —that our volumes of the Mercury 
constitute the only perfect file that has or can have an 
existence. 

 Itis difficult to determine the value of these acquisi- 

tions to our library. The one gives us the story of our 
national life for thirty-eight years, and the other has 
preserved for us with an accuracy and minuteness to be 
found in no other record, the social, civic and municipal 
activities of our community for a period of jifty-four 
years. 

In the one we find a full and reliable history of our 
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country for one half the period since the adoption of 
the Federal Constitution ; in the other our “ Home An- 
nuals” for three quarters of the time since the town of 
New Bedford was set off from the town of Dartmouth 
by the act of the General Court. 

It has been said that our library has become thus en- 
riched without any outlay from the city appropriation. 
From the income of the fund which the enlightened 
liberality of our fellow citizen, the Hon. George How- 
land, Jun’r. established for the mcerease of the library, 
carefully reserved for the acquisition of such rare and 
expensive works as have been considered beyond the 
‘range of our ordinary means, we have been enabled to 
enrich our collection of books with Niles’ voluminous 
and reliable work. 

The other is a donation from our esteemed fellow 
citizen Benjamin Lindsey, Esq., the late proprietor and 
editor of the paper which Benjamin Lindsey the father 
established in New Bedford in the year eighteen hundred 
and seven. : 

The records of the board will show that the Trustees 
have already tendered to Mr. Lindsey their thanks for 
his liberal donation and their high appreciation of the 
enlightened public spirit by which it was prompted. | It 
is proper that the representatives of the people, the re- 
cipients of this bountiful gift and for whose benefit it 
is bestowed, should be informed of the fact in this for- 
mal and official manner. | 

Our thanks and the thanks of the public are also due 
to Edmund Anthony, Esq., for a donation of a similar 
character. As proprietor of the Daily Evening Stand- 
ard, he has presented to us edeven volumes of that paper. 
Three of them are now in our possession, and every 
year a back volume is to be added until the whole num- 
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ber shall be upon our shelves. Jn this department, the 
volumes of the Standard possesses for us a value, second 
only to the gift of Mr. Lindsey. The library is now a 
subscriber to both these ably conducted papers, so that 
we are now the owners of every number of them both 
which has been published. 

The Trustees have, during the year, bestowed much _ 
of their attention to the collection of the local newspa- 
pers. As yet, with the important exceptions just men- 
tioned, without much success. There are, undoubtedly, 
in the possession of many families of this city and the 
adjoining towns, copies, it may be files of the newspa- 
pers which have, from time to time been published in ° 
New Bedford. These, placed in the lisrary and proper- 
ly arranged would be to the people interesting and val- 
uable. Now they are for the most part useless and are 
fast disappearing. The Trustees are anxious to preserve 
what yet remains, of these valuable records of the past. 
They offer the safe and convenient rooms of the Free 
Public Library as a repository for all the publications 
of this character’ which may be entrusted to their care. 
They would be gratified to be informed where any such- 
may be found, and are prepared to make it any object 
of any who may hold them to place’ them in their 
custody. 

Annexed to this report will be found a list, nearly 
complete, of the papers which have been printed and 
published in New Bedford. It is thought that the pub- 
lication may aid inthe effort we are making to obtain 
them for the library and the public. For this statement 
we are indebted to our faithful and accomplished libra- 
rian, Mr. R. C. Ingraham. 

While engaged in collecting and preserving this class 
of publications, so interesting and valuable in connection 
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with our local history, we consider it within our province 
to gather up and arrange documents of every descrip- 
tion which are calculated to subserve the same desirable 
purpose. The Trustees are desirous of obtaining, and 
will gladly and thankfully receive, donations of pam- 
phlets, maps, sketches, pictures, or manuscripts which 
immediately or remotely come within the description 
_we have mentioned. 

They have regarded with much interest and pleasure 
the measures which have been taken by you and your 
predecessors of the City Council, which have had for 
their object the preservation and arrangement of the 
‘the official records and documents of the town of New 
Bedford. 

We have seen the portion of the work which has 
been completed. If the remainder of the work you 
have ordered shall be as fully and faithfully performed, 
it will leave nothing to be desired by the most interest- 
ed in this important undertaking. 

In this connection allow us to remark that the move- 
ment you have instituted in relation to the official 
records and papers of the town of Dartmouth, previous 
to the separation of New Bedford from that ancient 
town, is timely and important. These records have re- 
cently been examined by a member of this Board, and 
the condition in which they are found more than justi- 
fies the efforts you are making for their preservation and 
arrangement. ‘The official records of the town of which 
we for a hundred and twenty-three years formed a part, 
are, for nearly one half of that period, in danger of 
being utterly lost. Mutilated scraps of paper, rolled 
together in a mass and tied, like a package from the 
grocery, with a piece of twine; loose sheets, ragged 
and disarranged; and books, which, if not soon restored, 
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will, in a few years have their contents reduced to muti- 
lated scraps and disconnected and defaced sheets; now 
contain the records of many years of the municipal 
life of the town of Dartmouth. Let it be remembred 
that these are records, not of that town alone, but of 
New Bedford, Westport, Fairhaven and Acushnet, all 
_ offspring of this prolific mother. 

When these records shall be restored, which can only 
be done by making copies of the hopelessly mutilated 
remains and arranging and binding the loose sheets, a 
perfect copy should be prepared for the people of New 
Bedford and placed in an accessible situation. 

The Trustees have devoted one room of the library 
building, exclusively to the National and State Docu- 
ments. Of the former our list is nearly complete from 
1843 to the present time. The documents for several 
years were presented by the Hon. Joseph Grinnell. 
Under the act of Congress allowing members of the 
lower branch of that body to designate a depository 
within their respective districts for the Congressional 
Documents, the Hon. Robert B. Hall and the Hon. 
Thomas D. Eliot selected our institution. 

By this arrangement we have been regularly in the 
receipt of all the volumes of the character embraced 
in the action of the National Legislature. Add to these, 
the large and highly valuable publications of a differ- 
ent character which have been authorised by Congress, 
and for which we are mainly indebted to our present 
able representative in that body, and they together 
constitute a library of themselves—for the purposes of 
reference, a valuable auxiliary to our principal collec- 
tion. | 

It should be understood that this Library of Docu- 
ments is placed with us for the use of all the inhabi- 
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tants of this Congressional District. It is open to them 
all, and they are all respectfully invited to avail them- 
selves of its contents at any time they may wish to con- 
sult them. They are also free, for the purposes of con- 
sultation to the inhabitants of our neighboring towns 
and cities. 

The Trustees would embrace this opportunity public- 
ly to thank the gentlemen through whose agency these 
documents have come into our possession. 

From the Smithsonian Institute we continue to re- 
ceive all the publications which are put forth by that 
National institution. These expensive and valuable 
works, now interesting, mainly, to the man of science 
and the scholar, embody the results of the efforts of the 
ablest intellects of the country ; and will, in the due 
course of time, give out their treasures in a practical 
form for the benefit of mankind. 

Our collection of State Documents is very imperfect. 
We have, it is believed, obtained from the depositories 
of the State Government all that it is in their power to 
furnish us. Any persons having in their possession any 
official papers of this description are respectfully invited 
to deposit them in the library. Early copies of the Laws 
and Resolves are particularly desirable. 

There may be individuals who have in their posses- 
sion both National and State documents which they 
would be glad to exchange for other books. The libra- 
ry holds quite a number of duplicate copies of valuable 
works which the managers would be pleased to devote 
to such a purpose. 

In the First Annual Report of the Board, we find 
the following well-timed and important declaration. 
“The rules must be preserved, or disorder, decay and dissolu- 
tion will soon attend upon this enlightened and praiseworthy 
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effort to open to the pubhie the avenues to a more genial 
culture.” 

In the second, it is said—“Usz Carerutiy, Return 
Prompriy —these are the fundamental rules upon which the 
prosperity of the hbrary nust rest.” 

We repeat this language, not, mainly, for the purpose 
of impressing these vital truths upon the minds of the 
visitors to our rooms or the takers of our books, although 
it would not be out of place if repeated in every annual 
report. But it is that it may form an introduction to 
the statement, that these fundamental principles of suc- 
cess have found a lodgement in the minds of our people 
and governed them in their intercourse with the library. 
They have been recognized and acted upon to a most 
gratifying and encouraging extent. 

All books which are much used will be much worn, 
and must soon wear out—some books will be lost by 
the most careful; but we have known but few instances 
of designed or careless mutilation, and the number of 
volumes missing is so small that the loss 1s not a subject 
of serious consideration. In these respects the experi- 
ence of the past is full of promise for the future. 

And yet we feel it to be our duty to say that the warn- 
ings and admonitions of our predecessors have not been 
heeded by some, who, as residents, have exercised the 
right to the use of the library. 

They have subjected the valuable books of the libra- 
ry to more than the “ordinary wear and tear.” They 
come back to us, in some instances, more worn and torn 
than can be justified by a proper usage. Let those per- 
sons remember that such a course, pursued to much ex- 
tent, would inevitably bring about the downfall of the 
institution; and that by thus wasting the public pro- 
perty, they oblige us to take, to repair and replace 
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what they have injured or lost, the means which are 
granted for the increase of the library. 

The 4th section of the Ordinance ieee the 
Free Public Library is as follows: 

“They (the Trustees) shall have full power to make 
any and all needful and suitable regulations concerning 
said library and the use thereof, subject to alterations 
at any time by vote of the City Council.” 

Accompanying the first Report of the Trustees, dated 
March 28, 1853, was a copy of the Rules and Regula- 
tions adopted hy the Board. No change was made in 
them by the Council, and they have continued in force 
until experience pointed out the necessity for a change. 
That change has been made and the new Rules and 
Regulations, now in force are herewith submitted to the 
City Council for their examination. 

We have already given the names of several of those 
who have, during the year, made donations to the libra- 
ry. The following is a transcript from our record, and 
it gives us much satisfaction to lay it before you and to 
communicate it to the public. Upon the books as well 
as upon our records, will be found the names of those 
who have shown their interest in the institution by ad- 
ding to our collections. 
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BOOKS AND PAMPHLETS DONATED. 
Volumes. Pamphlets. 
Bound. Unbound. 

American Antiquarian Society, 2 
American Philosophical Society, 1 1 
Bache, A. D., Supt. U. S. Coast Survey, 1 
Bartlett, J. R., Sec. of State of Rhode Island, 1 
Boadle, John, 1 
Booth, F. H., 1 
Boston Public Library, Trustees of, 1 
Boston Society of Natural History, 1 
Brayton, David, 
Brigham, C. H., 
Brooklyn Mercantile Library Association, 
Buffalo Young Men’s Association, 
Butler Rev. James D., 
Clark, Henry, 
Congdon, James B., 3 2 
Dennison, T. R., 
Department of the Interior, through T. D. Eliot, 53 
Detroit Young Men’s Society, 1 
Dunbar, Geo. H., 1 
Durfee, Wm. F., 29 
Durfee, Zoheth, 2 
Eliot, T. D., 111 2 4 
Fisher Wm. L., 1 
Goodwin, W. J., 
Hartford Young Men’s Institute, 
Harvard University, 
Howland, George, Jr., 
Ladd, Warren, 
Library Company, Philadelphia, 
Newburyport Public Library, 
New Hampshire Asylum for the Insane, 
New York Medical Society, 
New York Mercantile Library Association, 
New York State, through the Secretary of State, 1 
New York State Library, 
Phipps, Abner J., 1 
Pittsburg Young Men’s Library Association, 
Redwood Library, Newport, 1 
Sanford, F: E., 
San Francisco Mercantile Library Association, 
Smithsonian Institution, 1 
State of Ohio, 1 
Stowe, Rev. Timothy, 1 
Willey, H., 22 5 29 
Worcester Free Public Library, 


NEWSPAPERS. 

Anthony, Edmund,— New Bedford Standard. 

Brayton, David,—odd numbers of the New Bedford Bulletin; Reporter; and 
Gazette. 

Lindsey, Benjamin,— New Bedford Mercury, 86 vols., bound. 

Winslow, George,— thirty eight copies of various New Bedford papers, viz: 
Bristol Gazette, New Bedford Gazette, New Bedford Courier, and Colum- 
bian Courier. 


A large picture of Fortress Monroe, beautifully framed, from A. S. Cush- 
man, Esq. 


i) 


LS) 


— 
oO 
bet pt ett DD he Od pet et bee et et te et 


=" 


pt roe GQ 


rr" 


14 CITY DOCUMENT No. 9. _—_ January. 


We would call attention to the. fact that the present 
arrangements for warming the rooms occupied by the 
library are expensive and inefficient. We do this, be- 
cause we are of opinion, that a plan which shall com- 
bine economy with success in heating and ventilating 
the library must include all the rooms of the building. 
There are now five distinct furnaces in the Library 
Building; and although there is a great consumption of 
fuel and a great heat is, in the aggregate evolved, yet 
there is a failure to produce such a distribution of it as 
comfort and economy call for. We believe that the 
fuel now consumed, in the furnace which supplies the 
heat to the principal room of the library, but which 
fails to make that room comfortable in severe weather, 
would render every room of the building comfortable 
if properly applied. The Trustees would respectfully 
commend the subject to the attention of the Council. 

In conclusion we would express the hope that the 
Free Public Library, the Library of the People, will 
continue to receive the fostering care of the people’s 
representatives. It has become an institution of mag- 
nitude and influence. It-has become deeply rooted in 
the regards of our citizens; they look upon its present 
condition with an honest satisfaction and with confi- 
dence to its future prosperity. 

All of which is respectfully: submitted on behalf of 
the Board. 

ISAAC C. TABER, 
Mayor, and ex-officio President of the Board of Trustees. 
GerorGce H. Dunpar, Clerk. 
New Beprorp, December 238d, 1861. 
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NEW BEDFORD NEWSPAPERS. 


The first newspaper published in New Bedford was 
“The Medley, or New Bedford Marine Journal,” edited 
by John Spooner. The first number appeared Nov. 27, 
1792, and the last in September or October 1799, Mr. 
Spooner having sold his interest in the paper and 
printing business to Abraham Shearman, Jun. 

The “Columbian Courier,” edited by Abraham Shear- 
man, Jun., was the second paper issued in New Bedford, 
Its publication continued from Dec. 8, 1798 to March 1, 
1806. 

The “New Bedford Mercury,” weekly, followed the 
Courier. It was edited from its commencement in 1807 
to 1826 by Benjamin Lindsey, and from 1826 to 1851 
by B. Lindsey & Son, when the father retired on account 
of ill health, and his son, B. Lindsey, Jr., took entire 
charge of the paper and continued its publication to 
the present year; when it was transferred, together 
with the “Daily,” to Messrs. Fessenden & Baker, by 
whom both papers are now issued under their original 
titles. 
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The “Daily Mercury” was edited by B. Lindsey, Jr., 
up to the time of its transfer as stated above. This was 
the first daily paper published in the city. The first 
number was issued Feb. 28, 1831. 

In connection with the Daily and Weekly Mercury, 
Mr. Lindsey also published, from Jan. 1847 to Oct. 1858, 
a Semi-Weekly, and from Oct. 4, 1858, to April, 1861, a 
Daily Evening edition of the Mercury. 

The “Old Colony Gazette” appeared in Nov. 1808. 
In 1811 the name was altered to the “New Bedford 
Gazette,” and again in 1812 to “The Bristol Gazette,” 
when its place of publication was removed to Fairha- 
ven. It was discontinued July 10,1813. Billings & 
Tucker and David Hollis had charge of it in 1810, after- 
wards Joseph Gleason, Jr., who, having received an ap- 
pointment in the army, relinquished it to Paul Taber, 
February 5, 1813. 

The “New Bedford Courier,” edited by Benjamin T. 
Congdon, made its appearance June 12, 1827; with the 
seventh volume commencing June 5, 1833, the words 


“Weekly Lyceum” were added to the title, and a cut 


representing the Lyceum Building placed at the head. 
- In the ensuing year the “ Workingmen’s Press,” a paper 
first issued in May 1852, was united with the Courier. 
The first number of the united sheets appeared Feb. 
26, 1834, under the charge of Harris & Burroughs, to 
whom Mr. Congdon had transferred his interest in the 
paper; but owing to some disagreement, after the pub- 
lication of the second or third number, the paper again 
passed into his hands, and was continued by him under 
the same title, “New Bedford Weekly Courier and 
Workingmen’s Press” till July 2, 1834, when he dispos- 
ed of it to Jeremiah G. Harris and Charles W. Rexford, 
who changed the title to “The New Bedford Gazette 


<Se 
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and Weekly Courier,’ and published it in connection 
with the Daily Gazette until Nov. 3, of the same year, 
when the partnership was dissolved by the withdrawal 
of Rexford. Mr. Harris edited the paper till 1858; but 
it was printed and published, after Jan. 1, 1857, by J. 
Allyne & Co. The name seems to have been again 
changed in 1858 to “The New Bedford Weekly Advo- 
cate,” but neither this paper nor the Daily Gazette were 
published in 1859. 

“New Bedford Daily Gazette,’ established mm 1833, 
was edited by Harris & Rexford and J. G. Harris. 
See notice of the Courier, above. 

“The Register,’ daily and weekly, was published by 
Wm. Canfield in 1839. “Morning Register” and “New 
Bedford Register,” by Canfield & Andros, in 1841. 
“Hivening Register” and “New Bedford Register,’ by 
Wm. Young, in 1845. 

“The Daily Evening Bulletin” and “The Semi-Weekly 
Bulletin” commenced in 1842, edited by Wm. Eddy in 
1843, by Charles T. Congdon in 1844, by Henry Tilden 
in 1845-6. During the year 1846 the evening paper 
was published tri-weekly, and the name of the weekly 
changed to “The Weekly Bulletin and Advocate.” 

“The Seamen’s Reporter and Family Visitor,” after- 
wards “The New Bedford Reporter and Whaleman’s 
Weekly Visitor,” edited by Joseph H. Smith, appeared 
in July, 1844. In 1848 the paper in an enlarged form 
was still edited by Smith. He was succeeded in 1849 
by Charles H. Kingsford. In connection with the 
weekly, Mr. Smith also published from July 2, 1847, a 
semi-weekly, called the “New Bedford Reporter and 
Semi-Weekly Democrat.” Kingsford afterwards issued 
an 8vo. sheet, made up of advertisements, and circu- 
lated gratuitously. 
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“Whalemen’s Shipping List and Merchants’ Tran- 
script,” edited by Henry Lindsey from its commence- 
ment, March 17, 1843, to 1853. Continued and now 
published by B. Lindsey. 

“Daily Evening Standard,’ and the “Republican 
Standard,” weekly, were established March 17, 1850, 
and are now edited and published by Edmund Anthony. 

“New Bedford Times,” a weekly paper, was edited 
and published by John Fraser, from 1857 to 1861. 

The remaining papers were of short duration. The 
following list includes nearly, if not quite all of them. 

“The Christian Philanthropist,’ 1823, edited se 
Daniel K. Whitaker. 

“The New Bedford Gazette,” 1823, edited by Melcher 
and Rogers. 

“The Censor.” 

“The Record of the Times,” 1830. 

“The Advocate,” commenced Jan. 1844, published by 
Henry Tilden. 

“The Union,” 1857, by Henry Tilden. 

“The May Flower,” printed at the Advocate office 
for the managers of the Temperance Fair held at City 
Hall, May 1844. 

“The Independent Press,’ Oct. 1848,—two or three 
numbers published. 

“'The Harpoon,” edited by William Miller. 

“The Weekly Kcho,” 1849, edited by Moses Brown. 

“The Whaleman,” published weekly from June 1854, 
edited by William S. Anderson. 

“The Citizen,” one number, Dec. 1, 1860. 

“The City Hall Advertiser,’ two volumes of a few 
numbers each. 

“The Herald,” five numbers published. 


RULES AND REGULATIONS. 


ESTABLISHED BY THE BOARD OF TRUSTEES. 





ORGANIZATION AND DUTIES OF THE BOARD. 


ARTICLE I. 


Secr. 1. The Mayor of the city shall be President of the Board of 
Trustees. . 
Srcr. 2. When he is absent a presiding officer shall be chosen for the 
meeting. 
‘Sect. 3. The Clerk shall preside while such choice is making. 
Secr. 4. In the absence of both Presideat and Clerk any member may 
call the meeting to order and preside at the choice of a presiding officer. 


ARTICLE II. 


Sect. 1. The Board shall have a Clerk, who shall be one of their own 
number, and three Standing Committees, each to consist of three members, 
to wit — on the Library, on the Building, on Accounts; — all to be chosen at 
the first meeting in the year, or at any subsequent meeting if a choice is not 
then made. 

Sect. 2. Vacancies can be filled at any meeting. 

All Special Committees shall be appointed by the President. 


ARTICLE III. 


Sect. 1. The first meeting in the year shall be on the next Saturday after 
the election of the Trustees, which meeting shall be called by the City Mes- 
senger, under the direction of the Mayor as President of the Board. 

Sect. 2. Meetings shall be held on the first Saturday of every month. 

Sect. 3. Notice of all meetings shall be sent to the residence of each 
member by the City Messenger, under the direction of the Clerk. 

Sect. 4. Special meetings shall be called by the Clerk upon the request 
of any member. 

Szcr. 5. A majority shall be a quorum. 
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ARTICLE LY. 


Sect. 1. The Records and papers of the Board shall be in the possession 
of the Clerk subject to its order. 
Secr. 2. In the Clerk’s absence the President shall appoint a substitute. 


ARTICLE V. 


Sect. 1. The Standing Committee on the Library shall, under the direc- 
tion of the Board, 

Purchase all books; Subscribe for all Periodicals; Direct in relation to the 
binding of books and their preparation for use; Provide all necessary books 
and blanks for the use of the Librarian; Make an annual examination of the 
Library and report its condition; Prepare the Annual Report to the City 
Council; and Direct the Librarian as to what books shall not he allawed'to 
be taken from the Library. ; 

Sror. 2. The Standing Committee on the Building shall have charge of 
the rooms, the direction and oversight of all their fixtures and furniture and 
their cleaning, warming, lighting and ventilating. 

Sect. 3. The Standing Committee on Accounts shall examine and certify 
all bills, and none shall be allowed not thus certified. 

Srect. 4. The Standing Committees shall conform to all the directions of 
the Board, and shall not order any outlay exceeding twenty dollars without 
such direction. 


LIBRARY REGULATIONS. 


ARTICLE VI. 
WHEN OPEN. 


Srcr. 1. The Library snall be opened every day, Sundays, New Year's 
Day and Christmas and the Legal Holidays excepted. 

Sect. 2. From April to August, both inclusive, from 8 o’clock A. M. to 1 
o’clock P. M., from 8 o’clock to 6 o’clock and from 7 o’clock to 9 o’clock Pp. M. 

Sect. 3. During the other months, from 10 o’clock A. M. to 1 o’clock P. M. 
and from 3 to 6 and from 7 to 9 o’clock Pp. M. 


RIGHTS AND DUTIES OF VISITORS. 


Sect. 4. All persons resident in New Bedford, of 16 years of ave and up- 
wards, shall have the right to visit the rooms, and to use therein the books, 
periodicals, &c , subject to such regulations and restrictions as the Committee 
on the library may from time to time institute with the approbation of the 
Board. | 

Sect. 5. Measures shall be taken to guard against loss or damage by reason 
of such use of the Library property, and to insure quiet and decorum in all 
the rooms. 

Srcr. 6. <A failure to meet any pecuniary liability, or to conform to the 
rules, shall be considered a forfeiture of the right to the use of the library 
property in any form. 

Srct. 7. Strangers, introduced by a Trustee or a member of the City 
Council, may be allowed the privileges of residents for four weeks. 

Sect. 8. The reading-room set apart for females shall be used exclusively 
by them, but no book or periodical shall be kept in such room when not in 
use, except it may be a duplicate or intended expressly for such room. 


CIRCULATION OF BOOKS. 


Sect. 9. Books may be taken from the Library by all resident adults. 

Sect. 10. A delivery upon the order of a resident shall be considered a 
delivery to him in person. 

Sect. 11. All orders for books shall name the person to receive them, and 
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the books shall be delivered to no other. There shall be an order for each 
delivery. 

Sect. 12. Minors 16 years old or upwards, resident in the city, may be 
allowed the rights of adults as takers of books, by filing with the Librarian a 
certificate sianed by their parent or guardian or some other responsible per- 
son, also a resident, by which the signer shall become to the same extent re- 
sponsible for said minor as he would be for himself. A deposit to the full 
value of the volume called for or of the set to which it belongs may take the 
place of such certificate. 


Sror. 13. All persons having the right to take books shall, before exercis- 
ing such right, enter into an obligation in writing that they will observe all 
the Rules and Regulations instituted for the government and safety of the 
Library, which obligation shall be in such form as the Committee on the 
Library shall direct, care being taken that it shall recognize a pecuniary ob- 
ligation, on the part of such taker, to the City of New Bedford, for all fines, 
forfeitures, loss or damage. 


Sect. 14. No person shall be allowed to take a book from the Library, 
who appears by the records to be accountable for a book taken or for a fine 
or forfeiture imposed. 

Seor. 15. Books intended for general circulation shall be properly cover- 
ed, lettered and numbered, having on the outside a label, stating the time it 
may be kept and the fines for retaining it longer. 

Sect. 16. All the books, as well as the periodicals, manuscripts, &c., shall 
be stamped with the words, ‘ New Beprorp Ciry Liprary,” the number 
being written on the inside of the cover. 

Sect. 17. All the books of the Library shall be prepared for general cir- 
culation, except such as the Trustees shall order to be kept in the rooms. 

Sect. 18. One volume only can be taken at one time. 

Sect. 19. No book can be retaken unless returned to the Library. 

Sect. 20. Books taken can be used in the family of the taker only. 

Sect. 21. All books taken may be retained two weeks unless a shorter 
time is named on the cover. 

Sect. 22. A book may be retaken unless an application for it has been 
made to the Librarian in writing. 

Sect. 23. The Committee on the Library may order a new book to be 
retained in the rooms for a short time after its purchase, and they may, if 
they shall think proper, shorten the time it may be kept out. 

Sect. 24. Every person entitled to take books from the Library shall 
receive from the Librarian a printed card, having on it the name of the ap- 
plicant and the catalogue number of the book asked for in the blanks left for 
the purpose, and this card must be presented to the Librarian or his assistant 
as the only mode of obtaining any book that may be wanted. If any book is 
not in, the card may be returned to the applicant, that another number may 
be inserted. 

Sror. 25. Books returned must be delivered to the Librarian or his 
assistant. 

Secor. 26. The fines for retaining books beyond the allowed period shall 
be as follows, viz:—Folio, four cents a day; Quarto, three cents; Octavo, 
two cents; all smaller books one cent; and for books damaged or lost, the 
actual loss sustained. 

Secor. 27. All holders of books beyond the regulation period shall be re- 
quired to pay the expense of sending for the same, and it shall be the duty 
of the Librarian to send for all books held two weeks beyond the allowed 
time, and if not then delivered they shall be considered as lost. 

Seer. 28. Books not intended for general circulation may be taken from 
the Library, for a limited period, upon an order in writing signed by a 
Trustee, a receipt being given by the taker therefor. 


24 CITY DOCUMENT No. 9. January. 


ARTICLE VII. 
LIBRARIAN AND ASSISTANT. 

Secr.1. The Librarian and Assistant Librarian shall hold their re- 
spective offices during the pleasure of the Trustees, and shall receive such 
compensation as the Board shall allow, payable quarterly. 

Sect. 2. These appointments shall be made at the first meeting of the 
Trustees in the year, but if not then made, at any subsequent meeting. 

Sect. 8. The Librarian shall have the custody of all the property in the 
Library rooms, and shall be accountable to the Trustees for the same. It 
shall be his duty to prepare the books for circulation, make all necessary 
records, prepare catalogues when required, and do all things which may be 
necessary for the preservation of the property and the convenience of the 
visitors to the rooms and the takers of books. 

Sect. 4. The Assistant Librarian shall perform such duties as the Libra- 
rian may direct, and in his absence shall have charge of the Library. 


ArTICLE, VIII. 
DONATIONS. 
Sect. 1. <A record shall be kept of all donations and mention shall be 
made of them in the Annual Report. 
Sect. 2. All books presented to the Library shall have the name of th 
donor placed upon them. 


ARTICLE IX. 


These Rules and Regulations may be amended at any meeting at which 
five Trustees shall be present if four shall vote in favor of the amendment 
proposed; or at any meeting, if notice in writing shall have been given to 
each member of the Board of the change proposed, and four votes are given 
in its favor. 


